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WITH PAID ADMISSION TO THE FAIR

BY LISA VAN DE HEY
Gridley Herald Publisher/Editor

The responses of the 
Gridley City Council to the 
Butte County Grand Jury 
2010-2011 report were ap-
proved Monday night dur-
ing the regular Gridley City 
Council.

The Grand Jury gave a to-
tal of 19 fi ndings and nine rec-
ommendations and asked for 

responses to each. Of utmost 
concern to Council members 
was the subject of the Gridley 
Biofuel Project. Finding 
Number 4 of the Grand Jury 
read: The research and de-
velopment concept of Biofuel 
using rice straw became a cat-
alyst for disagreement and an-
imosity, dividing Gridley City 
Council and public opinion.

The answer that Council 

agreed on during two study 
sessions preceding the 
Monday night meeting read: 
“Response: The Council con-
curs; however, wishes to 
clarify that while this has be-
come a polarizing issue, the 
fact that it has been ongoing 
for 17 years with no physical 
project being built may have 
added to this “disagreement 
and animosity.” Clearly, there 

have been differing expecta-
tions regarding this subject; 
and, the 2008 election period 
saw three new Council mem-
bers elected and the resulting 
Council became split on this 
subject - a proper refl ection of 
the aggregate concerns of the 
public as refl ected in the re-
sults of the electoral process it-
self. The politics of a subject as 
divisive as this one appears to 

be as often about how to gain 
a city-wide consensus and this 
Council recognizes that from 
election-to-election, priori-
ties and council direction can 
change.”

Finding Number 5: Rice 
straw was moved from the 
original location in the farm-
er’s fi elds to the Industrial 

Grand Jury responses approved by Gridley Council

BY LISA VAN DE HEY
Gridley Herald Publisher/Editor

The Donald E. Sullivan 
Medical Specialty Center, is 
the home of a new radiology 
suite complete with Digital 
Mammography, DEXA Scan 
and GE X-ray. The facility 
has seen many new additions 
since the grand opening held 
June 16 and a new Director of 
Medical Specialty Services is 
in place to ensure that every-
thing runs smoothly for the 
nine doctors, two physicians 
assistants, staff and especially 
for the patients. 

Kirsten Storne-Piazza 
has worked at BGMH 18 years 
primarily as Director of Social 

Services but has also held the 
title of Director of Business 
Development since 2008 be-
fore being transferred over to 
the Medical Specialty Center. 
Her time at BGMH started 
as an EMT and the Nursing 
Administration Department 
was added to her responsibili-
ties. She served as the Liaison 
to the Hospital’s Foundation 
Board for ten years and the 
Auxiliary for 10 years but 
has given those jobs up to 
Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Pederson but will con-
tinue on as a Foundation 
member. Storne-Piazza is a 
member of the Community 
Relations committee of the 

Foundation and is Chair of 
the Foundation fi nance com-
mittee, involved in the new 
“Champions” project for a new 
ER for the hospital.

The newly remodeled 
Medical Specialty Center has 
18 examination rooms which 
means patients are seen in a 
timely fashion. Besides over-
seeing the Medical Specialty 
Center and all the services it 
provides, the job also includes 
managing the Complimentary 
Alternative Medical Services 
(CAMS) such as massage 
therapy, psycho therapy and 
chiropractic care. A team of 

New Director 
at BGMH Medical Specialty Center

TAKING ON 
A NEW JOB 

Kirsten Storne-Pi-
azza is no stranger 
to Biggs-Gridley 
Memorial Hospi-
tal, having worked 
there 18 years, but 
a new addition 
has been added to 
her list of duties 
– that of Direc-
tor of the Medical 
Specialty Center 
located at 284 
Spruce Street. 
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A Benefi t Tri Tip Dinner 
will be held Saturday, August 
20, 2011, for the Larry Horn 
Family at the Moose Lodge 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

The Gridley Moose Riders 
are preparing the dinner 
which will include chili beans 
and salad bar for $12 per per-
son. Desserts will be  available 
by the Women of the Moose.

Mini Chopper Motorcycle 
raffl e tickets will be $25 each 
available at the Moose Lodge 
now.

The dinner is open to the
public and everyone is encour-
aged to come support Kelly
and their children.

Benefi t for Horn 
Family Saturday

BY LISA VAN DE HEY
Gridley Herald Publisher/Editor

Gary and Barbara 
Davidson are known for their 
selfl ess acts of kindness and 
generosity when it comes to 
helping others. When their 
church announced the need 
for a home for two Japanese 
exchange students to stay for 
30 days, the Davidson’s knew 
this was something they could 
do.

On July 22, 2011, 15-year-
old Sayako Kikusui and 
16-year-old Nona Yukiyama 
arrived from Kogoshima, 
Japan to visit California for 30 
days, learning the culture and 
going to school in Yuba City at 
the Cornerstone Church.

Each morning from 9 a.m. 
to noon, the girls have classes 
and afternoons are usually 

spent with other exchange stu-
dents for a fi eld trip. The girls 
have been shopping, toured 
the Sutter Fire Department, 
visited a preschool, hiked the 
Yuba River to goldpan, visit-
ed Nevada City and Godfrey 
Family Farms in Meridian.

The Davidson’s have kept 
the girls busy on weekends 
visiting San Francisco’s Pier 
39, Golden Gate Bridge and 
Golden Gate Park, along with 
the Sacramento Zoo.

Gary Davidson said the 
girls love to take pictures, 
even taking pictures every 
time they threw their bowling 
balls while bowling and get-
ting proof of the scoreboard 
each time they had a turn at 
the lanes.  In just 10 days, the 

Japanese students 
guests of Gridley couple
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Class Reunion 
Reminder

Gridley High Class of 
1981, 30th reunion will be 
held Saturday, September 
3 at the Gold Country 
Casino. For more informa-
tion email Dawnita Farris 
Harwood: kent_dawnita@
yahoo.com

Friday Night 
Dinner at 
the Moose

On the menu tonight 
at the Moose Lodge is 
Swedish Meatballs pre-
pared by Chef Julio and 
crew from 6 to 8 p.m., 
for members and their 
guests.

Dunk Tank 
available at 
fair for groups 
to raise money

Call the the Butte 
County Fair at 846-3626 
if your service organi-
zation, church, school 
group, etc., would like to 
run a dunk tank during the 
Butte County Fair August 
25-28 to raise money.

Invite your most “popu-
lar” member to sit in the 
tank to raise funds for 
your group to be split with 
the fair 70 percent to the 
group and 30 percent to 
the fair.

Clubs just need to pro-
vide the manpower, the 
fair will provide the tank 
and the water.

Call the Fair offi ce to 
reserve your club’s block 
of time.

Solid Ground
Christian Life Assembly 

of God, located on 1526 
Humble Avenue, in 
Gridley will be featuring 
Solid Ground, an exciting 
trio from Sacramento, 
who enjoy sharing Jesus 
Christ through song.  
Come to the Christian 
Life Assembly of God on 
Sunday, August 21, 2011, 
at 6 p.m. to enjoy this 
concert.

COMMUNITY 
BRIEFS

STUDENTS
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

STONE
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DIRECTOR
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

COUNCIL
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

STACY STONE 
OFF THE SADDLE FOR BUTTE COUNTY FAIR

In many ways, fi fteen 
year-old Stacy Stone is your 
typical, unassuming small 
town teen-age girl.  Born 
and raised in rural Northern 
California, she attends Red 
Bluff High School and enjoys 
participating in a multitude 
of outdoor activities.    Her in-
volvement with snowboarding, 
4-wheeling, horseback rid-
ing, and Christian Fellowship 
Youth Group are just a few of 
her extra-curricular activities.

What  is not typical of this 
young lady, is that, within her 

petite feminine framework, 
there lurks a  surprisingly 
mighty, powerhouse of vocal 
extremism.   

Without a doubt, the 
heavens above have blessed 
Stacy Stone with the uncanny 
ability to vociferously belt out 
a country tune.

“I don’t have any idea 
where she got this,” says her 
mother, Wilma Stone. “She 
has always enjoyed listening to 
music and singing along with 



PAGE 2 THE GRIDLEY HERALDFRIDAY • AUGUST 19, 2011

Gridley Herald
Twice-a-Week
USPS 859-420

Postmaster send address change to:
The Gridley Herald

P.O. Box 68 • 650 Kentucky Street
(530) 846-3661 • FAX (530) 846-4519

www.gridleyherald.com

Lisa Van De Hey  ..................................................  Publisher/Editor
David West  .............................................................. Staff Reporter
Lynne Farris ................................................... Advertising Manager
Judie Johnson....................................................... Advertising Sales
Rachel Marubashi  ............................. Circulation/Design Production
Alice Johnson  ............................................. Classifi ed Ads Manager
Ryan Marubashi  ........................................................... Mail Room
Deadlines: Advertising 3 days prior to publication. One day earlier for 
holidays. Classifi ed: 9AM on Monday to run in Wednesday paper. 9AM on 
Wednesday to run in Friday paper. Periodicals Postage paid at Gridley, 
California, 96948 under the Act of Congress March 3, 1880, Court Decree 
Number 27207.
Subscription Rates: $47.00 per year in Butte County and Live Oak. 
$53.00 elsewhere in the United States

Single Copy: 75¢
A Gatehouse Media for Newspaper

(Using 40% or more recycle newsprint at all times and soybean based ink)

THE

30 MINUTES OR LESS
1:10, 3:10, 5:15, 7:30, 9:30 

THE HELP
12:40, 3:35, 6:30, 9:20 

THE SMURFS
12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:15, 9:25 

RISE OF THE PLANET
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CONAN THE BARBARIAN (3D)★
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1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:20, 9:20  
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2690 Feather River Blvd. • 534-1885
Adult Tickets $8.50 • 3D Tickets $2.50 Premium
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Gift Outlet
Gourmet Food and Gifts
Open Mon-Fri 8AM-4PM

WE CAN SHIP FOR YOU!
901 N. Walton Ave

(530) 751-5327
www.sunsweet.com

The following are stories that 
appeared in the Gridley Herald 

25, 50, 75, and 100 years ago:

25 Years Ago (1986)

The people of Lundberg 
arms no longer burn their 
rice fi elds. They have not 
burned a rice fi eld since 
1966.

The uncommon 
practice of working the 
rice straw back into the soil 
where it can  decompose, 
instead of burning the 
leftover matter, has made 
the Lundberg Farms in 
Richvale an innovator in 
the rice industry.

More than 200 visitors, 
including guests from 
Japan, Sweden, Hungary 
and Egypt gathered last 
week at Lundberg Farms 
to learn more about 
the unique methods of 
farming, including natural 
composting and crop 
rotationm during an 
Organic Farm Field Day 
sponsored by Steering 
committee for Sustainable 
Agriculture.

50 Years Ago (1961)

Charity is a trait that 
Gridley can proudly claim. 
In emergencies of any kind 
the citizens have always 
come to the aid of those 
in distress. As an example, 
there is in this issue of 
The Herald, a note of 
thanks from Rev .and Mrs. 
E.C. Hancock, LVN Ruby 
Hancock ad Lucille Banks 
and daughters. They lost 
all their possessions in a 
fi re last month and Gridley 
area individuals and 
organizations responded 
when the story beame 
known.

Prospects for the 
completion of Farmers 
Hall were brightened when 
the fair board members 
heard a report on capital 
outlay expenditures 
Tuesday night. The board 
had previously requested 
$130,000 to fi nish the job 
and had listed it as their 
top priority for funds to 
be allotted by the division 
later this year.

75 Years Ago (1936)

James Craig, 83, former 
supervisor of Butte County 
and a farmer in the Gridley 
district for 30 years, died 
this morning at the home 
of his son C.F. Craig, city 
clerk of Gridley, following 
a illness of several months 
duration.

Mr. Craig was elected a 
Butte County Supervisor 
from the fourth district 
in  1920 and served for 
three successive terms, 
completing the service in 
1932.

100 Years Ago (1911)

The work of train 
dispatching, one of the 
most exacting in the 
whole fi eld of railroad 
management, is to be made 
easier for the dispatchers 
of the Southern Pacifi c 
company. On several 
entire divisions and on 
parts of other divisions 
the work has already 
been lightened to a great 
extent. The strain that the 
dispatchers usually work 
under is being and will 
be alleviated by the use 
of the telephone for train 
dispatching.

Looking Back
by Lisa Van De Hey Park, at some cost to the City 

of Gridley, where it rotted, 
became infested with vermin 
and had to be hauled away.

“Response: The City 
agrees with this statement 
with some clarifi cation: Under 
Resolution 2001-R-014, the 
City Council stated its desires 
to obtain control of the raw 
materials for a future bio-
mass conversion facility and 
approved the purchase for 
15,000 tons for the amount of 
$225,000. The rice straw was 
purchased from a rice straw 
co-op. In April 2005, the City 
paid approximately $20,000 
to dispose of the rice straw. 
The condition of the rice straw 
as it concerns the noted “in-
fested with vermin” comment 
above, could not be verifi ed 
from available documents.”

Finding Number 6: Rice 
straw alone has not yet proven 
to be a viable source to create 
a biofuel.

“Response: The City par-
tially disagrees. A rice straw-
to-biofuel conversion project 
was demonstrated at the Red 
Lion Facility in Toledo, Ohio, 
last winter, where over 100 
tons of rice straw was con-
verted to Syngas. Syngas-to-
fuel has been demonstrated 
at the McClellan Industrial 
Park as well as at the Toledo 
Facility. Rice straw may be 
be a viable source that can be 
used to create biofuel; how-
ever, what remains to be seen 
is whether the technology pro-
gressed enough to allow rice 
straw to be the  main feed 
stock in a commercially-sized 
facility. This is still a research 
and development project that 
has not yet progressed to the 
commercially viable stage. 
The City understands it must 
always remain vigilant when 
evaluating this or any project 
that the City and City Council 
exist for the benefi t of Gridley 

residents.”
Finding Number 7: 

Monies were used from City 
of Gridley taxpayer funds to 
purchase the parcel behind 
the Rio Pluma Plant (Parcel 
#025-200-088) and pay the 
Energy Commissioner for 
his representation regarding 
NCPA.

“Response: The City 
agrees with clarifi cation. The 
land was purchased with City 
funds. Typically, the only way 
cities purchase land is either 
with funds on hand or ar-
ranging a loan of some sort. 
Using City funds to purchase 
land is a normal and legal pro-
cess. Regarding the Energy 
Commissioner compensation, 
he was a paid consultant who 
was under contract with the 
City. The Contract was a fee 
for services contract (Harris, 
Sanford and Hamman) and 
called for the consultant to be 
paid for services rendered at a 
negotiated rate. Monies for his 
(Sanford’s) work as the Energy 
Commissioner came from the 
City’s Electrical Fund; and the 
City acknowledges these mon-
ies were not reimbursed from 
any source.

Finding Number 8: The 
City of Gridley purchased land 
(Parcel #025-20-088) that 
was outside its sphere of infl u-
ence at the time of purchase 
for a total of $679,000, using 
Gridley’s Taxpayer Funds. The 
land is still zoned for agricul-
tural purposes.

“Response: The City 
agrees with this statement but 
would like to clarify. There is 
no dispute regarding the pur-
chase price. If the point of this 
fi nding is to indicate that the 
zoning is incorrect for any-
thing other than “agricultural” 
purposes, then be advised that 
City staff researched this is-
sue with the County Planning 
Department as part of the 

City’s due diligence of the proj-
ect. The land zoning has not 
changed at this point nor does 
it need to. This project is a 
joint City of Gridley/Northern 
California Power Agency 
Project and is exempt from 
Butte County’s zoning pursu-
ant to G.C. Section 53091 (e) 
and P.U.C. Sect. 12808.5:

Finding Number 10: 
Under the former adminis-
tration, the City of Gridley 
engaged in notably ineffective 
record keeping and fi le main-
tenance practices.

“Response: The Council 
agrees that more can be done 
to improve record keeping and 
will take as an action item to 
improve the City’s records 
keeping and fi les maintenance 
practices.”

Finding Number 11: Some 
proponents, including public 
offi cials, assured the Gridley 
City Council and citizens the 
Gridley Project would result 
in no cost to the City. However, 
Gridley City funds were spent,

“Response: The Council 
partially disagrees. Funds 
spent on the biofuels proj-
ect came from the DOE 
grant. These funds were not 
considered “City” funds, al-
though Gridley residents, 
as taxpayers, owned these 
funds as well. Records indi-
cate Redevelopment Agency 
funds, not “city” funds, where 
used to remove and dispose of 
the rice straw in the Industrial 
Park. The City acknowledges 
all governmental funds of 
all types belong to taxpayers 
(including Gridley residents) 
and are deserving of careful 
stewardship.

Finding Number 15: 
The City of Gridley paid the 
Energy Commissioner from 
2000 to 2009, even though 
the contract which was signed 
in 2000 expired in 2003.

“Response: The Council 
agrees with this fi nding. The 
fact the wording in the con-
tract indicates it “expired,” 
in 2003, is diminished when 

viewed against the fact that it 
continued to be an approved 
budgeted item until the cur-
rent Council elected to go a 
different direction and for-
mally took action to termi-
nate the contract at its regu-
larly scheduled meeting on 
March 16, 2009. To re-state, 
the budget for the Energy 
Commissioner position was 
reviewed and adopted annu-
ally as part of the City budget 
process; meaning the funds 
were legally appropriated for 
the expenses associated with 
the services that continued to 
be performed in accordance 
with the existing contract. 
The City acknowledges how-
ever that once contracted, the 
specifi c issue of whether or not 
the services were an appropri-
ate or desired expenditure was 
never again brought before the 
Council for public discussion.

Finding Number 16: The 
Former Energy Commissioner 
appointed in 2000 to repre-
sent the City of Gridley with 
NCPA was paid $526,369.00, 
for services related to the 
Gridley Project. The total 
Energy Commissioner pay-
ments over a nine year period 
amounted to $964,949.00.

“Response: The Council 
disagrees with this Finding 
as the amount quoted in the 
Finding was for NCPA Energy 
Commissioner ($526,369.00) 
related services, not as the 
Principal Investigator of 
the DOE/Gridley Project
($438,580). Having clarifi ed 
that, the amounts paid for 
services rendered are not in 
dispute.

For the complete report 
of responses to fi ndings and 
recommendations of the Butte 
County Grand Jury, see www.
gridley.ca.us.

Although the responses 
were approved, it was with 
Councilman Owen Stiles vot-
ing “Present” and Councilman 
Dan Boeger voting “abstain.”

  

COUNCIL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

STONE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

August 11, 2011, tournament 3 Clubs and a Putter.

LOW GROSS: Sandy Goble-88.
LOW NET: Verna Gordon-69.
FIRST FLIGHT: fi rst place, Kris McGee-70; second place, 

Pam Weichert-71; third place, Linda Lindberg-72; and fourth 
place, Mary Borgo-74.

SECOND FLIGHT: fi rst place, Elaine Thomas-72; second 
place, Sonja Barnes-73; third place, Jane Sherwood-74; and 
fourth place, Sherri McGhee-75.

CLOSEST TO PIN: Sandy Seaman, distance 9’1”, pin #7.
BIRDIES: Sonja Barnes, pin #12.
CHIP-INS: Sonja Barnes, pin #6; Wendy Hobbie, pin #6; 

mary Borgo, pin #1 and 10; Verna Gordon, pin #17; and Sandy 
seaman, pin #8.

Next week tournament 3T-PAR 5.

Table Mountain 
Women’s Golf Club

the radio.  At the age of 12 she 
wanted to start taking music 
more seriously so we got her a 
vocal coach.  It was what she 
really wanted.”

Ultimately, Stacy be-
gan singing seriously and 

competitively at the age of 
12.  Her mentors include, 
Gretchen Wilson, Martina 
McBride, Carrie Underwood 
and Taylor Swift.

Catch Stacy in Goldies 
Saturday at 3pm and 5pm.  


